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Abstract: Chinese classical literature, rich in historical, philosophical, and cultural values, faces challenges in modern
transmission due to globalization and digital media. This study explores how digital technologies, such as online
platforms, virtual reality, and Al, provide new opportunities for the global dissemination of these works. It examines
integrating traditional literature with digital media through cross-media adaptation and thematic re-interpretation while
addressing challenges like language barriers and cultural differences. The paper also proposes strategies for content
innovation, interactive experiences, and copyright protection to enhance the global reach of Chinese classical literature
in the digital age.
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1 INTRODUCTION

Chinese classical literature has long been an essential part of Chinese culture, encompassing rich historical,
philosophical, ethical, and aesthetic ideas. Works such as The Book of Songs, Chuci, Dream of the Red Chamber, and
Journey to the West embody thousands of years of cultural heritage and represent the artistic achievements of Chinese
literature. These works remain invaluable to scholars worldwide. However, with the acceleration of globalization and
the rapid development of digital technologies, the transmission of traditional culture faces unprecedented challenges. In
the context of information overload and cultural diversification, modern society's attention to Chinese classical
literature has gradually diminished, especially among younger generations, whose interest and identification with
traditional literature have notably decreased [1]. Effectively conveying and promoting Chinese classical literature in the
contemporary context has thus become a critical issue in cultural communication and academic research.

At the same time, the rapid development of digital media technologies presents new opportunities for the modern
transmission of classical literature. Digital technologies, through diverse media forms, allow traditional culture to
overcome geographical and linguistic barriers, reaching a broader audience. The widespread use of the internet and the
development of mobile technologies have fostered emerging dissemination forms such as digital reading, online
education, and virtual reality [2]. These technologies enable the fast transmission of traditional literature and promote
its cultural re-creation and innovative reconstruction, thereby advancing the modern translation of Chinese classical
literature in a globalized context. As such, combining digital technologies with Chinese classical literature to facilitate
its effective global cultural dissemination has become a significant topic in both academic circles and the cultural
industry.

However, while the emergence of digital media provides new opportunities for the modern transmission of Chinese
classical literature, it also brings several challenges. These challenges primarily manifest in the following aspects:

1.1 Language and Cultural Barriers

Chinese classical literature, written in ancient Chinese, contains complex symbolism and cultural references that are
difficult for modern audiences to understand fully [3]. The challenge is to preserve the original meaning while
overcoming language and cultural gaps.

1.2 Artistic Creation in Cross-Media Adaptation

Adaptations of classical literature into films, TV shows, and games must balance staying true to the original text while
integrating modern artistic elements [2]. The challenge is maintaining cultural depth while appealing to contemporary
tastes.

1.3 Cultural Adaptation and Global Dissemination

Cultural adaptation involves conveying the values and contexts of the original works. Digital platforms expand the
global reach, but cultural differences can lead to misunderstandings [4]. The challenge is to preserve authenticity while
making it accessible worldwide.

To address these challenges and explore the role of digital technologies in transmitting Chinese classical literature,
Figure 1 provides a conceptual research framework that integrates Chinese classical literature with digital media
technologies. The framework highlights the various opportunities and challenges in cross-media adaptation, language
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barriers, and global dissemination. As shown in Figure 1, the integration of digital technologies allows for the global
reach of traditional works while maintaining their cultural essence.
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Figure 1 Research Framework for the Integration of Chinese Classical Literature and Digital Media

Facing these opportunities and challenges, this research will delve into how digital media technologies can drive the
modern transmission of Chinese classical literature and analyze the multiple impacts of this process on cultural
dissemination. This paper will explore how digital technologies integrate with Chinese classical literature, promoting
global cultural dissemination through cross-media creative forms while addressing language, artistic creation, and
cultural adaptation challenges.

2 THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE MODERN TRANSLATION AND TRANSMISSION OF CHINESE
CLASSICAL LITERATURE

With the rise of the digital era, the translation and dissemination of Chinese classical literature have encountered both
new opportunities and challenges. Digital media and technological advancements have expanded the scope beyond
traditional text translation, enabling diverse forms of cross-media integration, thematic reinterpretation, and
technological enhancements. This chapter examines these changes in modern literary transmission, focusing on cross-
media integration, the modernization of thematic interpretation, and the role of technological tools.

2.1 Cross-Media Integration: Diverse Forms of Transmission for Classical Literature

Cross-media integration has become a key feature in the modern translation and transmission of Chinese classical
literature. With the expansion of digital platforms such as films, television series, animated adaptations, and video
games, classical literature is no longer confined to print publications. Instead, it is reimagined and disseminated through
multiple media formats, reaching wider audiences and providing more prosperous, immersive cultural experiences.

For example, in Figure 2, Journey to the West, a quintessential Chinese classic, has been adapted into numerous films,
TV shows, animations, and video games. These adaptations preserve the core elements of the original text while
incorporating modern artistic innovations to appeal to contemporary audiences. By combining traditional literature with
modern popular culture, cross-media integration offers new interpretations of the original works' cultural content and
emotional depth.

However, challenges arise in maintaining the original work's essence across media formats. One significant issue is
avoiding excessive commercialization or "entertainmentization" of the text, which may dilute its original values.
Additionally, the artistic languages of different media—such as film's audiovisual elements versus literature's textual
nuances—pose challenges in ensuring a faithful yet innovative adaptation.
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Figure 2 User Engagement Across Different Media Adaptations
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2.2 Thematic Interpretation: Classical Literature from a Modern Perspective

Modern societal values and aesthetic shifts have also influenced the thematic interpretation of Chinese classical
literature. As societal attitudes evolve, classical works that once resonated with earlier audiences may seem at odds with
contemporary cultural sensibilities. This creates a challenge for modern adaptations: how to reinterpret these works
while preserving the spirit and philosophical richness of the original texts.

For instance, recent adaptations of Dream of the Red Chamber in television dramas and online literature have
modernized elements such as character development, plot structure, and emotional expression. These adaptations
emphasize the humanistic concerns of the original work, focusing on themes of love, loss, and social conflict while
aligning them with modern values. In some cases, adaptations highlight the tension between personal emotions and
societal expectations, making the story more relatable to today’s audience.

However, modern reinterpretations risk distorting the original meaning of these works if contemporary values
overshadow historical and cultural contexts. To avoid losing the classical text's cultural and philosophical essence, it is
essential to strike a balance between modern relevance and respect for its original framework.

2.3 Technological Integration: The Role of Digital Technologies

The development of digital technology has provided new platforms and tools for the modern translation and
transmission of Chinese classical literature. In particular, continuous breakthroughs in virtual reality (VR), augmented
reality (AR), and artificial intelligence (AI) have opened up vast opportunities for presenting and disseminating
classical works. For example, VR technology has been applied to Journey to the West, allowing audiences to experience
the mythical world of the original text in an immersive way [5]. Additionally, the use of Al in text analysis and
translation has provided more efficient and accurate support for the translation of classical works, particularly in the
digitization and cross-linguistic transmission of large volumes of classical texts.

However, integrating technology with classical literature also faces challenges. First, digital technology may
overshadow traditional artistic forms of classical literature, particularly in some technology-driven adaptations where
the work's cultural depth and artistic quality could be compromised [6]. Second, while technology can enhance the
efficiency of dissemination, the varying degrees of acceptance of technological innovations across different cultural
contexts mean that the design of digital transmission methods must consider diverse cultural and linguistic
backgrounds.

In summary, while significant progress has been made in modern Chinese classical literature's translation and
transmission through cross-media integration, thematic reinterpretation, and technological applications, several
challenges remain. Preserving the original work's essence during adaptation and meeting modern aesthetic demands
remains a crucial issue for creators. Modernizing thematic interpretation requires balancing respect for traditional
culture with contemporary values and emotional needs, which remains a delicate task. Technology integration with
classical literature has opened new avenues for dissemination, but cross-cultural adaptation and the preservation of
cultural depth remain pressing concerns.

3 THE TRANSMISSION STRATEGIES OF CHINESE CLASSICAL LITERATURE IN DIGITAL MEDIA

With the rapid development of digital technologies, digital media has become an essential platform for the modern
transmission and reinterpretation of Chinese classical literature. By integrating online literature and modern art,
classical works are reimagined, breaking traditional media boundaries and adapting more effectively to the needs of
contemporary audiences. This section discusses the strategies for transmitting Chinese classical literature in digital
media, focusing on online literature and modern art.

3.1 The Integration of Online Literature and Classical Literature

Online literature in China has become a powerful tool for spreading classical literature. Platforms like Qidian and
Douban have given new life to traditional works by adapting them into modern formats (Table 1).

Table 1 Data from Online Literature Platforms and User Engagement

Platform Media Type Users (Chinese) User§ (Non- Average En gagement Comments
Chinese) (mins)
L . Popular for adaptations of
0, V)

Qidian Online Novel 85% 15% 30 "Tourney to the West"

Douban Discussion Forum 70% 30% 20 Active dlscus_s1ons and
user reviews

WeChat Mobile App 80% 20% 25 Short stories and daily

posts

For example, Journey to the West has been reworked into numerous online novels with updated plots and modern
elements that cater to contemporary readers' preferences [8]. This approach not only modernizes the classics but also
broadens their appeal.

Volume 1, Issue 2, Pp 1-6, 2024



4 ZiHan Wang

However, adapting classical works for digital platforms presents challenges, particularly in balancing innovation with
the original text’s cultural essence. Creators must find ways to maintain the integrity of the original work while
appealing to modern tastes. Overemphasizing market demand or modern aesthetics can risk distorting the cultural depth
of the original text, so a careful approach to adaptation is essential.

3.2 The Integration of Modern Art and Classical Literature

Modern art, particularly digital art, animation, and illustration, offers a fresh medium for reinterpreting Chinese
classical literature. Works like Dream of the Red Chamber have been adapted into illustrations and animations,
breathing new life into the characters and narrative through modern design and visual effects [7]. These adaptations
enhance the cross-cultural appeal of classical literature, making it more accessible to contemporary and international
audiences.

While these artistic adaptations bring a new layer of engagement, they also raise concerns about preserving the original
works' cultural significance. Over-modernization or excessive artistic freedom could undermine the classics' historical
and cultural depth. Balancing innovation concerning the original cultural context remains a key challenge in integrating
modern art with classical literature.

Combining online literature and modern art, Chinese classical literature's digital transmission has become more
dynamic and widely accessible [9]. These strategies offer significant opportunities for cultural dissemination but also
require careful attention to preserve the original cultural values while appealing to a global audience. Future efforts
should focus on maintaining cultural depth while meeting modern expectations.

4 INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF CHINESE CLASSICAL CULTURE IN THE
DIGITAL MEDIA ERA

This paper proposes three key innovative strategies to better inherit and disseminate Chinese classical literature in the
digital age and globally promote its global recognition and influence. These strategies not only focus on content and
form innovation but also involve cross-cultural communication, copyright protection, and the commercialization of
cultural industries. The aim is to revitalize Chinese classical literature digitally and push forward its transmission and
innovation in a globalized context.

4.1 Content Innovation and Digital Presentation

Digital presentation is a crucial innovation in the transmission of Chinese classical literature. Traditional print forms are
no longer sufficient to meet the modern audience's demand for interactivity and immersion. The application of digital
technologies provides immense opportunities for the re-creation of classical literature. Through technologies like
Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR), classical literary works come to life and offer readers a new
experience. For example, Journey to the West can be experienced through VR technology, allowing readers to enter an
interactive mythical world where they can engage with characters like Sun Wukong (the Monkey King) and Zhu Bajie,
experiencing the development of the plot and the presentation of cultural backgrounds [10]. This digital approach not
only expands how classical literature can be transmitted but also attracts the younger generation's interest, making it
easier for them to enter the world of classic works.

In addition, interactive reading platforms, intelligent voice reading, and digital libraries are also essential directions for
content innovation. These platforms present classical literary texts in new forms—such as combining text with images,
audio, and video—creating a more multisensory ‘“new reading” experience. This innovative adaptation revitalizes the
original works and enables cross-cultural and cross-linguistic dissemination, allowing the classic works to meet
audiences' needs from diverse cultural backgrounds [11]. For example, Dream of the Red Chamber could be adapted
into a digital interactive platform, allowing global users to experience its profound humanistic portrayals and social
critiques in a digital environment.

4.2 Interactive Experiences and Educational Outreach

Interactive experiences are an innovative form of digital transmission and a vital way to attract modern readers,
particularly the younger generation. With the development of virtual reality (VR), augmented reality (AR), gamified
learning, and other technologies, digital platforms can offer users a reconstructed experience of literary works. Through
role-playing, plot choices, and other interactive elements, readers can more actively participate in the story's narrative.
This interactive experience transforms classical literary works from passive information into a dynamic, engaging
cultural experience.

For example, an interactive or online role-playing game (RPG) based on Journey to the West could allow players to
choose characters and engage in the progression of the classic storyline. This would enhance their understanding and
emotional investment in classical literature. During this process, players experience the story's plot and understand the
historical, cultural, and humanistic spirit behind the work through interaction. This innovative mode of experience turns
classical literature from a static text into a dynamic cultural interaction, significantly increasing the younger generation's
interest in traditional literature.
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At the same time, digital educational platforms provide new pathways for the popularization of classical literature.
Through specialized online courses, interactive learning platforms, and digital museums, digital technology makes
classical literature more vivid and accessible. For global Chinese language learners, digital platforms can offer multi-
language versions of literary works, lectures, and interactive learning, helping readers from different countries
understand the unique value of Chinese classical literature. For younger audiences, engaging online learning tools,
gamified learning environments, and diverse teaching resources allow them to access the essence of Chinese classical
literature in a relaxed atmosphere, fostering their interest in and identification with traditional culture.

4.3 Copyright Protection and Commercialization of Cultural Industries

With the advent of the digital age, copyright protection has become a vital issue in the global transmission of Chinese
classical literature. Traditional copyright protection models face numerous challenges in the digital media age,
especially when digital content can be easily copied, shared, and distributed. Blockchain technology offers an
innovative solution for digital copyright protection. The immutability and transparency of blockchain provide more
secure and effective copyright protection for the digital content of classical literature, ensuring that the rights of creators
and stakeholders in the cultural industry are not violated.

Moreover, with the widespread use of digital media technologies, the commercialization of Chinese classical literature
has gradually become a reality. The diversification of the cultural industry provides new business models for the global
transmission of classical literature, no longer limited to publishing and copyright transactions. The development of
derivative products in films, animations, and video games has brought immense economic potential to classical
literature. For example, the film adaptation of Journey to the West has achieved success in the domestic market and
gained widespread attention internationally. Simultaneously, through the distribution on digital platforms, related
derivative products (such as games, films, TV series, and animations) can form a production chain, driving both cultural
and economic growth. This is particularly attractive to younger audiences, as digital media-transmitted cultural products
often offer more interactivity and appeal, making it easier to spark their interest in traditional Chinese culture.

Overall, digital transmission addresses the issue of copyright protection and opens up more possibilities for developing
derivative products, driving the commercialization of Chinese classical literature. This commercialization of the cultural
industry helps expand the global influence of Chinese classical literature and creates more economic and cultural value
for the global dissemination of Chinese culture.

In the digital age, content innovation and digital presentation, interactive experiences, educational outreach, copyright
protection, and the commercialization of cultural industries are the three key strategies driving the modern transmission
of Chinese classical literature. Combining traditional culture with modern technology, education, and industries
provides a more diversified and interactive approach to the global transmission of classical literature while enhancing
its competitiveness and attractiveness in the global cultural context. Through these innovative initiatives, Chinese
classical literature can maintain its profound cultural heritage and revitalize in the context of globalization, becoming an
essential component of world cultural exchange.

5 CONCLUSION AND OUTLOOK

This paper explores the modern translation and transmission of Chinese classical literature in the digital media era,
analyzing the critical role of digital technologies in promoting cultural dissemination. We focused on the applications of
cross-media integration, modernized theme interpretation, and the combination of technological methods in translating
Chinese classical literature. We proposed innovative strategies based on digital platforms. Integrating digital platforms,
interactive experiences, and cross-cultural communication presents unprecedented opportunities for the global
transmission of classical literature. However, challenges remain in balancing creative reconstruction with preserving the
cultural depth of the original works.

In response to the challenges of balancing creative reconstruction with preserving the original cultural depth, this paper
proposes several strategies to promote the modern translation and transmission of Chinese classical literature. First,
content innovation and digital presentation are vital strategies. Combining digital platforms with interactive
technologies allows classical literary works to be innovatively adapted, developing interactive reading experiences that
break traditional media limitations and provide a richer cultural experience. Second, the design of interactive
experiences, such as the application of VR and AR technologies, allows readers to immerse themselves in the world of
literary works, enhancing their sense of participation and cultural identity. Lastly, constructing cross-cultural
communication platforms will facilitate global audiences' understanding of Chinese classical literature, promoting
cultural recognition and dialogue.

Overall, as digital technologies continue to evolve, the global dissemination of Chinese classical literature will receive
broader attention in the context of globalization. In the future, through digital platforms, classical literature will not only
overcome the limitations of time and space but also play a significant role in global cultural exchange, becoming a
bridge and link between different cultures. Implementing these innovative strategies will open up new prospects for the
digital transmission of Chinese classical literature and contribute to the diverse cultural exchange worldwide.
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