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Abstract: This paper discusses the interpretive metalanguage of register in linguistics. As an important concept in
linguistics, register involves factors such as the occasion, purpose and participants of language use. First, the basic
theory of register and related research background are outlined, then the construction method of register interpretive
metalanguage is analyzed in detail, and the application of register interpretive metalanguage in actual language analysis
is discussed through specific cases. Finally, the significance and limitations of register interpretive metalanguage
research are summarized, and future research directions are prospected.
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Register is an important concept in linguistics, which describes the specific occasion, purpose and participants of
language use. The study of register is of great significance for understanding the social function of language, the
purpose of communication and language change. In recent years, with the deepening of linguistic research, the study of
register interpretive metalanguage has gradually attracted attention.

1 BASIC THEORY AND RESEARCH BACKGROUND OF REGISTER

The concept of register was proposed by the outstanding British linguist M.A.K. Halliday and became the cornerstone
of the theory of systemic functional linguistics. In Halliday's theoretical framework, register is regarded as a core
dimension of language use, which goes beyond simple formal analysis and goes deep into the actual context of language
use.

Halliday believes that register consists of three core elements: occasion, purpose and participants. Occasion refers to the
specific environment of language use, such as business meetings, family gatherings or academic lectures; purpose
reflects the goals that language users want to achieve through communication, such as information transmission,
emotional expression or relationship building; and participants involve all parties in the communication, whose social
identity, age, gender and other factors all have an impact on the choice and use of language. Based on these three
elements, the classification of register presents diversity. According to the occasion, it can be divided into formal
register and informal register; according to the purpose, it can be divided into academic register, business register and
daily communication register; if it is classified by participants, it includes expert register, youth register and dialect
register. These classification methods provide us with a powerful tool to understand the characteristics and differences
of different registers [1].

Register research has certain significance in the field of linguistics. First, it deepens people's understanding of the social
function of language, that is, how language plays a role in social interaction and achieves its communication goals.
Secondly, register research reveals the laws and mechanisms of language change, because the use of language is always
associated with a specific register, and changes in register often trigger changes in language. Finally, register research
also has important practical value in language teaching, translation and cross-cultural communication.

Although register research has achieved remarkable results, there are relatively few studies on register interpretation
metalanguage. Interpretation metalanguage is a system used in linguistics to explain and define language phenomena,
and its importance is self-evident. Therefore, strengthening the study of register interpretation metalanguage will help
us to have a deeper understanding of the concept and characteristics of register and further promote the development of
linguistics.

2 CONSTRUCTION METHOD OF REGISTER INTERPRETATION METALANGUAGE

Register interpretation metalanguage refers to a language system specially constructed to describe and explain different
registers. In linguistic research, register is a crucial concept, which involves many aspects such as the actual scenario of
language use, the purpose of communication and the social role of participants. Therefore, constructing a
comprehensive and accurate register interpretation metalanguage system is of great significance for in-depth
understanding and analysis of language phenomena.

2.1 Clarify Register Characteristics

By constructing a register interpretation metalanguage system, we can more clearly define the concept of register and
clarify its classification standards and characteristics. This helps us to have a deeper understanding of the status and role
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of register in linguistics and provide theoretical support for related research. The register interpretation metalanguage
system provides specific guidance for language analysis. In practical applications, according to the characteristics and
laws of register, The construction of register interpretation metalanguage system will help promote the development of
linguistic research to a deeper level. Through in-depth research on linguistic phenomena in different registers, we can
discover the laws and mechanisms of language change and provide new ideas and directions for the development of
linguistic theory.

2.2 Principles of Constructing Register Interpretation Metalanguage

1. Clarify the classification standards and characteristics of registers: The classification standards and characteristics of
registers are the basis for constructing register interpretation metalanguage. The classification standards and
characteristics of registers should be clarified according to linguistic theory and actual language use to ensure the
accuracy and reliability of register interpretation metalanguage.

2. Select representative language samples: When constructing register interpretation metalanguage, it is necessary to
select representative language samples for analysis. These samples should be able to fully reflect the linguistic
characteristics and laws of different registers and provide strong support for the construction of register interpretation
metalanguage.

3. Apply linguistic theories and methods: The construction of register interpretation metalanguage requires the
application of linguistic theories and methods. By using linguistic theories to classify and organize language samples,
and using linguistic methods to describe and explain language phenomena, a comprehensive and accurate register
interpretation metalanguage system can be constructed [2].

2.3 Specific Methods for Constructing Register Interpretation Metalanguage

2.3.1 Literature review and field investigation

Collect relevant information about registers through literature review and field investigation. This includes information
on the definition, classification, characteristics and actual usage of different registers. By collecting this information, we
can have a comprehensive understanding of the register and lay the foundation for subsequent construction work.

2.3.2 Information classification and organization

After collecting enough information, use linguistic theories to classify and organize this information. This includes
classifying different registers according to classification standards, extracting the characteristics and laws of each
register, and organizing representative language samples. Through this process, complex language phenomena can be
simplified into a form that is easy to understand and analyze.

2.3.3 Constructing a register interpretation metalanguage system

On the basis of classification and organization, we can start to construct a register interpretation metalanguage system.
The system should include the classification, characteristics, language samples, and interpretation and analysis methods
of registers. Specifically, it is necessary to define a clear name and definition for each register, list its main
characteristics and laws, and provide representative language samples for illustration. On this basis, linguistic theories
and methods should be used to describe and interpret language samples to reveal the language phenomena and laws
behind them.

2.3.4 Verification and improvement

After the construction is completed, the register interpretation metalanguage system needs to be verified and improved.
This can be done through practical applications and expert reviews. In practical applications, the register interpretation
metalanguage system is applied to actual language analysis to test its accuracy and practicality. By inviting experts in
the field of linguistics to review the system and put forward improvement opinions and suggestions. In this way, the
register interpretation metalanguage system can be continuously improved to improve its accuracy and reliability.

3 APPLICATION OF REGISTER INTERPRETATION METALANGUAGE IN LANGUAGE ANALYSIS

Register interpretation metalanguage, as an important tool in linguistic research, aims to deepen our understanding of
language use by describing and interpreting registers. It can not only help us reveal the characteristics and differences of
different registers, but also play an important role in many fields such as language teaching, translation and
cross-cultural communication.

Register interpretation metalanguage refers to the language system used to describe and explain registers. When
constructing register interpretation metalanguage, certain principles and methods need to be followed. The classification
of registers is usually based on factors such as occasion, purpose and participants, such as formal register, informal
register, academic register, business register, etc. Each register has its own unique characteristics and language usage
rules. When selecting language samples, the typicality and diversity of the register should be taken into account to
ensure the comprehensiveness and accuracy of the analysis results. When collecting language samples, they can be
obtained through literature review, field surveys, audio and video recording, etc. Using linguistic theories and methods
to describe and interpret language samples is the core link in constructing register interpretation metalanguage. This
includes lexical analysis, syntactic analysis, semantic analysis and other aspects. Through in-depth analysis of language
samples, the language usage rules and characteristics of the register can be revealed, and then a complete register
interpretation metalanguage system can be constructed [3].

Volume 1, Issue 1, Pp 1-4, 2024



The interpretive metalanguage of register in linguistics 3

3.1 Understand and Describe the Characteristics and Differences of Different Registers

The register interpretation metalanguage can help us better understand and describe the characteristics and differences
of different registers. By describing the classification and characteristics of registers, we can clearly see the different
manifestations of different registers in language use. For example, in the formal register, the language is often more
rigorous and standardized, and the vocabulary selection is more precise; while in the informal register, the language is
more casual and free, and the vocabulary selection is more flexible.

3.2 The Register Interpretation Metalanguage can also Reveal the Commonalities and Connections between
Different Registers

Although different registers have differences in language use, they also have certain commonalities, such as
grammatical structure and basic vocabulary. Through the analysis of the register interpretation metalanguage, we can
better understand these commonalities and connections, and then deepen our understanding of the nature of language.

3.3 Provide Targeted Teaching Methods and Strategies for Language Teaching

The register interpretation metalanguage has important application value in language teaching. Through the analysis and
description of different registers, we can provide targeted teaching methods and strategies for language teaching. For
example, when teaching business English, appropriate teaching materials, teaching methods and evaluation criteria
should be selected according to the characteristics and rules of business registers to help students better master the
language use skills of business English [4].

3.4 Register Interpretation Metalanguage can also Help Students Understand the Social and Cultural
Background and Communication Norms of Different Registers

By understanding the language use rules and social and cultural background of different registers, students can better
understand the essence and purpose of language communication and improve the accuracy and effectiveness of
language communication.

3.5 Provide Strong Support for Translation and Cross-Cultural Communication

In translation and cross-cultural communication, register interpretation metalanguage also plays an important role. First,
in the translation process, the translator needs to accurately understand the register characteristics and intentions of the
original text and choose appropriate translation strategies and methods. By using register interpretation metalanguage
for analysis and description, the translator can better grasp the register characteristics and intentions of the original text,
thereby improving the accuracy and fluency of translation. Secondly, in cross-cultural communication, understanding
the social and cultural background and communication norms of different registers is of great significance to avoid
misunderstandings and conflicts. By using register interpretation metalanguage for analysis and comparison, we can
better understand the cultural differences and communication norms between different registers, thereby avoiding
unnecessary misunderstandings and conflicts in cross-cultural communication [5].

In practical applications, the following specific methods can be used to use register interpretation metalanguage for
language analysis:

First, it is necessary to collect language samples from different registers. This can be obtained through literature review,
field investigation, audio and video recording, etc. In the collection process, it is necessary to ensure the
representativeness and diversity of language samples in order to more comprehensively understand the language usage
rules of different registers. Then, the collected language samples should be analyzed in depth. This includes vocabulary
analysis, syntactic analysis, semantic analysis and other aspects. By analyzing the vocabulary selection, syntactic
structure and semantic expression in the language samples, the language usage rules and characteristics of different
registers can be revealed. Finally, a complete register interpretation metalanguage system should be constructed in a
timely manner. The system should include the classification, characteristics, language samples, and interpretation and
analysis methods of the register. In the construction process, it is necessary to ensure the scientificity and practicality of
the system in order to better support language analysis. For example: suppose we want to analyze the register
characteristics of an academic lecture. We need to collect the audio or video recording of the academic lecture as a
language sample. Then, we conduct lexical analysis, syntactic analysis and semantic analysis on the language sample.
After analysis, we find that the register characteristics of the academic lecture mainly include: precise vocabulary
selection and strong professionalism; complex and rigorous syntactic structure; clear and accurate semantic expression.
Based on these analysis results, we construct a register interpretation metalanguage system for academic lectures to
better describe and explain the characteristics and rules of the register.

Register interpretation metalanguage has a wide range of application value in language analysis. By using register
interpretation metalanguage for language analysis, we can better understand and describe the characteristics and
differences of different registers; provide targeted teaching methods and strategies for language teaching; and provide
strong support for translation and cross-cultural communication. With the continuous deepening and development of
linguistic research, the research on register interpretation metalanguage will also continue to improve and expand its
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application areas. We also hope that more researchers will pay attention to the research in this field and promote the
development of linguistics by constantly exploring new methods and technologies [6].

Enlightenment of Interpretative Metalanguage Research. As an important branch of linguistics, the research on
interpretative metalanguage has a far-reaching impact on the improvement of the theoretical system of linguistics and
the expansion of practical applications. Language is an important tool for human communication, and the research on
interpretative metalanguage provides us with a tool to deeply understand the nature and laws of language. Through the
systematic study of interpretative metalanguage, we can more accurately grasp the meaning and usage of language in
different contexts, so as to more accurately express our ideas and understand the intentions of others in daily
communication, academic discussions and cross-cultural communication. This improvement not only helps to improve
our personal language ability and communication skills, but also helps to promote cross-cultural communication and
understanding, and enhance friendship and cooperation between different cultures.

Traditional linguistics research often focuses on the internal structure, grammatical rules and lexical meaning of
language, while interpretative metalanguage research pays more attention to the specific environment and context of
language use. This change in research methods can more comprehensively understand the nature and laws of language,
and thus discover some problems and phenomena that have been neglected in traditional linguistic research. On this
basis, interpretive metalanguage research also provides a new linguistic perspective, that is, to observe and analyze
language phenomena from the perspective of language use, and to understand the nature and function of language more
deeply. The introduction of this new research method and perspective not only enriches the content of the linguistic
theory system, but also provides strong support for the in-depth development of linguistic research.

Usually in the process of language education, more attention is paid to the teaching and memorization of language
knowledge, while lacking the cultivation of students' language application ability and thinking ability. Interpretive
metalanguage research emphasizes the understanding and analysis of the specific environment and context of language
use, so as to pay more attention to students' performance and needs in actual language use. Therefore, applying
interpretive metalanguage to language teaching can help students better understand the specific environment and
context of language use, and improve their language application ability and thinking ability. At the same time, this
teaching method can also stimulate students' interest and enthusiasm in learning, and participate in thinking and
discussion more actively and positively in the learning process. The introduction of this teaching method can not only
improve the effect and quality of language teaching, but also cultivate students' comprehensive quality and innovation
ability.

4 CONCLUSION

This paper discusses the study of register interpretation metalanguage in linguistics. Through the discussion of the basic
theory, research background, construction method and application of register, we find that register interpretation
metalanguage has important application value in language analysis. However, there are still some limitations in the
current research on register interpretation metalanguage, such as the ambiguity of classification standards and the
limitation of language samples. Therefore, future research needs to further improve the construction method of register
interpretation metalanguage and expand its application field. On this basis, it is also necessary to pay attention to the
intersection and fusion phenomenon between different registers in order to more comprehensively understand the social
function and communicative purpose of language.
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